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* On Jan. 31 in Mexico City, Ramiro Vasquez Chambeiret, leader of Panama's Democratic
Revolutionary Party (PRD), told reporters that the major objective of the US invasion was to
guarantee the continued presence of the US military in Panama after Dec. 31, 1999. The 1977 Canal
treaties signed by the governments of Gen. Omar Torrijos and President Jimmy Carter specify that
the US military installations in the country will be removed by the year 2000. According to Vasquez,
the invasion led to the deaths of more than 4,000 Panamanians, and immeasurable material damage.
In the past 30 months, he said, US economic sanctions combined with the destruction of the invasion
have cost Panama $40 billion. The main parties of the National Liberation Coalition (COLINA),
such as the PRD and the People's Party (PP), have adopted the role of political opposition to the
US-installed government. PRD leader Romulo Escobar Bethancourt, and PRD deputy secretary
general Gustavo Melgar, were released Jan. 30 after being detained by US troops and subsequently
turned over to Panamanian authorities. * The New York Times (01/31/90) quotes Ambler Moss,
Jr., former US ambassador to Panama (1978-82) and dean of the Graduate School of International
Studies at the University of Miami, as follows: "The whole hemisphere was very happy to get rid
of Noriega but did not like the method by which it was done...For the last few years, Panamanians
have been running to Washington asking Americans to intervene, saying they would prefer for
the US to remove Noriega than to do it themselves." * In the Jan. 29 issue of The Nation, columnist
Alexander Cockburn quotes Miguel Bernal a professor of international and constitutional law at
the University of Panama, currently teaching at Lehigh University in Pennsylvania , as saying that
Washington is rebuilding the Panamanian Defense Forces under another name. Bernal said, "The
US Army is putting in the same monster. They put out Noriega but they left all the little Noriegas in
the same place." In Bernal's view, all the people in the so-called "Public Force" appointed by the US
are cronies of Gen. Manuel Antonio Noriega. He added, "These are the people who have committed
thousands of human rights violations in the last 21 years." Juan Guizado, the new police chief, led
the troops who attacked the presidential candidates last May. Col. Palacios Gondola, responsible
for relations with US troops in the Canal Zone, is also "a killer," according to Bernal. Bernal noted
the two successive heads of the new security forces, Col. Roberto Armijo and Col. Eduardo Herrera
Hassan. Armijo was the US Army's first choice, appointed immediately after the invasion. Bernal
said that public protest forced his resignation on Jan. 3. Bernal is quoted as saying that Armijo
led a team that tried to kill him on Dec. 19, 1979. "They beat me publicly when we organized a
demonstration on the streets against the Shah of Iran." Herrera, a former ambassador to Israel, has
had ties with the Mossad and the CIA. Bernal mentioned Herrera's reaction to a demonstration on
July 10, 1987: "He was chief of the worst repression ever seen in the history of Panama. That day we
organized a demonstration against Noriega. Herrera led the forces against that. They put more than
1,500 in jail and wounded more than 500...A military for the last 21 years is today called democratic
just because US troops call it democratic. All the media worry about is Noriega. Does he eat well?
Does he sleep? And no one worries about the Panamanian people and the new monster and new
Noriega being built." (Basic data from Xinhua, 02/01/90; New York Times, 01/31/90; The Nation,
01/29/90)
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